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Superintendent Message
March is such an exciting time of year. From blossoms to baseball, we
have a spring in our step as we think about warmer weather and
outdoor activities. Now with the fantastic news about vaccines being on
the way for school staff, we are very optimistic that educators will be
vaccinated sooner than previously expected.

The district is working closely with the Health Department and other
community partners to provide educator access to vaccinations. The
Health Department’s goal is for all teachers to have at least one vaccine
dose by the end of March. As vaccines become available, we will be working to communicate vaccine
locations and support for employees.

Even with vaccines being distributed, health and safety protocols will still be actively enforced in our
schools with staff and students. Vaccines are just one countermeasure against disease transmission.

Upcoming Dates:
March 11: 2.5 Hour Early Release – Elem. Only – Grading Day
March 15: School Board Meeting (virtual)
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Now is not the time to loosen the reigns on daily health screens, face masks, and social distancing. We
need to continue to work together in our �ght against COVID-19 so that our schools remain safe
places to learn.

Stay safe and well,

Dr. Polm

Reopening Schools Update
Currently, over 70% of our student population enrolled in hybrid is
receiving some form of in-person instruction.

High school students began their return to campus March 2 in a
four-cohort (A, B, C, D) schedule rotation. The four-cohort schedule
provides 2 half-days of in-person instruction on a biweekly basis.
Junior high students will change from four-cohorts to a two-cohort (A, B) model effective March
16. The A/B model will increase in-person instruction from a bi-weekly to weekly rotation.

When disease transmission is in the ‘moderate phase’ as determined by the Department of Health,
junior high schools can provide increased onsite learning opportunities with groups of 15 or more,
provided countermeasures for disease transmission are demonstrated and followed.

Link here for additional updates on reopening schools …

COVID Activity Update
As of Mar. 03, the 14-day case rate per 100K is 176.9. The county
metrics are in the “moderate” risk level with ‘Hospitalization for COVID’
�at or decreasing, cases decreasing, test positivity between 5-10%, and
the 14-day case rate per 100,000 below 350.

Staff and students must continue to remain diligent in mitigating disease
transmission. With proper mask wearing, social distancing, and cleaning/sanitizing measures, we can
ensure our school environments are as safe as possible.

Link to the latest PSD COVID-19 data here.

Classified Employee Appreciation
Classi�ed School Employees Week was recognized in the Puyallup
School District March 1-5, honoring the work of those who clean and
maintain buildings, prepare and distribute food, assist in the classroom,
provide a secure environment, and so much more.

Superintendent Dr. Polm states, “Classi�ed employees are truly the backbone of our education system
in Puyallup and in public schools in general. These employees support o�ces, safety, transportation,
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nutrition, and the direct instruction of our students. Their commitment to students often goes
unnoticed in the community, but it enables the best educational experience possible for students.

Please join me in thanking our classi�ed employees this week for their commitment to serve. It is
through our diverse talents and dedication to students that enables us to continue with our tradition
of excellence.”

Registration for New Students
Registration is underway for all new students entering grades K-12 for
the 2021-22 school year. If your child will be �ve years old on or before
August 31, they are eligible to start Kindergarten in the fall.

Parents can enroll their child online or pick up a registration packet from
the attendance area school. Enrollment is encouraged as soon as possible, but registration packets
can be returned to schools up until June 22.

For registration information, in addition to transfer and waiver process info, visit the Student
Registration & Enrollment Center.

In-person registration assistance will be available at the District Education Service Center on July 21,
July 28, August 4, and August 5.

2021-22 Student Calendar
At the March 1 School Board meeting, the Board approved the 2021-22
student calendar for the new year. Link here for a listing of key dates.

School Board Highlights: Mar. 1
Reports:

Equity Performance Outcomes
Business Services – Jan. 2021 Financial Statements.

Action:
2021-22 Student Calendar. Approved as presented.

District Highlights:
Grades 7-9 return to in-person learning.
Classi�ed School Employees Week.
March is Music in Our Schools Month.

Upcoming Meetings (virtual):
March 15 at 6 p.m. (agenda/meeting access information posted 24 hours before meeting).

Link here to view School Board meeting agendas and minutes.

Puyallup School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race,
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expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal
access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.
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